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2 DLE 6/o/se~ 
Mejor General 7. S$, Power 
Deputy Commander, Strategic Air Command. 
O2futt Air Force Base 
Onahe, Nebraska 
Dear General Power: 
I received your letter of 20 July. I had planned to write 
my firs letter to you two weeks after Colonel Close arrived in ie 
the Zl. It was his plan to brief you and bring you up-to-date 
on matters as they stood at the time of his departure. 
the message containing the request for authority to over= 
cly China in order to get radar scope photo reconnaissance on 
certain targets was dispatched from CinGFE to the JCS on 16 / 
— July 1951. I talked to General Hickey on 2u July. He said he - ie 
ae had not received any reply and would sead a follow-up messege 


due time, In the meantime I had the RB-45 crews draw up - 

etailed mission plans on the targets we expect to cover. These 

ans ere complete, and we will be able to get under way toward 
complishing these missions within three hours after receipt 
the necessary authority. 
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information concerning the radar scopes ohcoto reconnaissance 
cn Manchurian targets is as follows: 


a The scope photos taken on the first mission covering : 
Catherine and Jane were not usable. This is the mission on which pe 
enemy opposition was reportedly encountered, Copies of these 
Scope photos have been received by SAC Heacquarters and the 434 
Wing ADYOR. 


*, 


dD. Tae scope photos taken on the second mission covering 


tucilie and iartha are very Satisfactory. Major Handley, the al 
Chief of the 43a ADVON Prediction Team, came to Yokota for the ae 
purpose of looking at these photos and talking to the RE-“5 crews, 

He stated that these Scope photos were very satisfactory for his 

purpose, 
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ce The scope photos taken on the third mission covering & E& 
tine Aa gs 
ene and Ann were also satisfactory, The photos on the four = ts S 


Tre 
targets covered in Missions 2 and 3 are en-route to Headavarters — 
SAG end the 43d Wine ADVON. 


We had some difficulty getting FRAT to process this work 
rapidly. It required several visits to the Reconnaissance Section 
in BEAF Headquarters in order to get these photos as soon as we wa 
i 





aid. There is a little dragging of the feet in this section be= 
cause one colonel there is unhaopy as a result of having Loss 
operational control of the Glst Reconnaissance Squadron to us, I 
don't think it is serious, and I am sure we can work it owt all 
right. 


The study you requested on MIG tactics is in the process of . 
being written in Headquarters FHAR, I hope to have it on its way a 
vO you in the very near future. 


A week ago I received a request from Headquarters SAC to get 
information relative to a test on high altitude evasive tactics by 
RE-45's conducted under the supervision of Headquarters FHAY. I 
have contacted everyone in SAF Headquarters whe could have possibly 
been concerned with this test. I have also interviewed the RB-45 
erews thenselves, None of these people that I mentioned have any 
a lmowledge of any such test. pene the information thet SAC 
ai was in error, ‘The only thing I can think of in this regard 
6 the opposition encountered by the Eels on the first. recon= 
aissance mission over Manchuria, However, SAC Headquarters has 
as complete & report on this incident as any that there is in 
existence. 
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aetna still dces not have a written plan which 
vr responsibilities toward us as out 
meas I an ete in constan 
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Ten days ago Colonel Kelland, Staff Weather Officer of 
Headquarters FHAP, and I took a trip to Guam, We held a meeting 
with Pisher and the Weather pecple at Guam for the purpose of es- 
tablishing a system of transmitting the latest target and route 
weather to the 43a. A system was agreed wpon ‘ea aplen is being 
irawn up by the FEAF Weather Section. 


fhe operational status of the 438. Wing ADVON Looked good. 
They can accomplish their assigned task as prescribed. They had 
two problems which might have made this questionable in time - one 


i) 


worry, 

















was the airlift for power packs and the other.was the excessive 
operational time on the Aviation Squadron equioment. ‘Both of these 
ex 


items have been brought to the attention of Headquarters SAG 

by UWA. lIvery crew hes accomplished 30 hours of target study and 
each radar operator hes accomolished 40 runs on the swoersonic 
trainer, Continuous training is being conducted on bombing and 
in-flight insertion. In flying treining, celestial navigation 
tanker rendezvous, refueling and equioment testing ere being 
‘stressed. They are maintaining their equipment in a high : 
of readiness, and at any time since the 434 has been ab Andersen 
they would have been able to get the required number of aircraft 
airborne on @ strike mission. “3 


Tac position that SAC has established hers in the theatre 
T have not met with any difficulty in my dealings 


is still firm, 

with any one except that mentioned with regard to the Reconnaissance 
Section. As I pointed out there, the greatest problem we heve is 
eet 


ting people to leave things that are important to them and donty 
concern Us and work on things that are vitally important to use Tf 
i continue to monitor these matters in which we are interested 








JOHN B. HENRY 
Colonel, USAP 











